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Kacie Walker, Amber Castleman, Amber Bai-
ley, Anne Russell, Samantha Hoadwonic,
Megan Chesney, Hannah Porter, Alice
O’Brien, Maria Frebis, Morgan Lester,
Courtney Clark, Breana Thomas, Donté
Souviney, Brittany Pendergrast, Ashia Terry,
Jessica Ayers, Mary Beth Canterberry, Megan
Kelley, Taylor Lee, Casey Clark, Kelsey
Choate, Dené Souviney, Leslie Cope, Tara
Greer, Amy Russell, Megan Quinn, Rachel
Albritton, and Katie Brown.

————

IN HONOR OF JAY LENO

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 2, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor of Mr. Jay Leno, whose
comedic talent charmed audiences across the
nation, as he steps down as host of the To-
night Show after seventeen seasons. As
Americans tuned in every night, Jay’s hilarious
insights and observations whisked away our
worries, if only for a brief time.

Jay began his career in night clubs across
the country, perfecting his stand-up routine. As
his career took off, he earned small roles in
TV and film, but hit the comedic goldmine in
the early eighties when he was invited to per-
form on The Tonight Show Starring Johnny
Carson and Late Night with David Letterman.
For many years, Jay served as Johnny Car-
son’s permanent guest host. Following Car-
son’s retirement, Jay debuted as the new host
of the Tonight Show on May 25, 1992. His
work has been honored numerous times with
several awards and nominations, including his
Emmy win in 1995.

Beyond his professional success and
achievements,, Jay Leno’s character has not
changed. A humble man with a compas-
sionate heart and strong sense of responsi-
bility toward others, both Jay and his wife,
Mavis Nicholson Leno, have consistently
avoided the fanfare and flashing lights of ce-
lebrity, working behind the scenes to further
the causes of many charities and humanitarian
efforts. Mavis is the Chair of the Feminist Ma-
jority’s Foundation’s Campaign to Help Afghan
Women and Girls, and has been an outspoken
advocate and activist on behalf of women’s
rights in America and around the world. Jay
has consistently invested his time, talents and
resources on behalf of several charities. He
has a record of supporting our men and
women in the military, and has made count-
less free appearances to audiences made up
of families and individuals in need, including
most recently, laid-off auto workers in Detroit,
Michigan.

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please
join me in honor and recognition of Mr. Jay
Leno as he steps down as host of the Tonight
Show with Jay Leno. From his commitment to
social service and various causes behind the
scenes, to making us laugh day after day, Jay
Leno’s contributions continue to lift the heart
and soul of our entire nation, one joke and
one kind gesture at a time.
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HONORING THE HISTORY OF THE
MAD RIVER AND LAKE ERIE
RAILROAD

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 2, 2009

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, |
am honored to commend to the House the
work of the Champaign County Bicentennial
Historical Marker Committee and the West
Central Ohio Port Authority to promote the his-
tory of the Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad.

The Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad was
chartered by the State of Ohio in 1832, mak-
ing it both the first chartered railroad in Ohio
and the first to be built west of the Allegheny
Mountains. Groundbreaking ceremonies took
place in 1835 in Sandusky, attended by Gen-
eral William Henry Harrison (the first of eight
Presidents to hail from the Buckeye State) and
Ohio Governor Joseph Vance.

By 1848, more than 130 miles of track were
completed from Sandusky to Springfield at a
cost of roughly $1.75 million. Urbana resident
John H. James, who served as treasurer of
the railroad, was instrumental in securing lines
of credit to fund rail construction and early op-
erations of the line.

The rail line was eventually expanded to tie
in with the Little Miami Railroad, allowing for
continuous rail service from Lake Erie to the
Ohio River through western Ohio.

After numerous mergers, the Mad River and
Lake Erie Railroad ultimately became part of
Conrail, which has since been divided be-
tween the Norfolk Southern Railway and CSX
Transportation. The West Central Ohio Port
Authority acquired portions of the old Mad
River track in 1994 to ensure continued freight
rail service between Bellefontaine and Spring-
field.

On June 6, two historical markers cele-
brating the history of the line will be dedicated
in Urbana. | am honored to join the Cham-
paign County Bicentennial Historical Marker
Committee, the West Central Ohio Port Au-
thority, and Bellevue’s Mad River and Lake
Erie Museum in commemorating this event.

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
THOMAS R. ALLEN, JR.

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 2, 2009

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the memory of a great and respected
Chicagoan, Thomas R. Allen, Jr., who recently
passed away at the age of 85. Thomas Allen
Jr. was a man who lived life to the fullest, and
the friends and family he had are a testament
to the quality of his character and the type of
man he was.

Thomas R. Allen, Jr. was born on the 12th
of February, 1924 on the West Side of the city
of Chicago. He achieved his success in life
through hard work and determination. He fol-
lowed his own father into the bricklayers’ trade
after serving as a marine during World War II.

After his service, Tom became involved with
Local 21 of the International Union of Brick-
layers and Allied Craftworkers. He held the
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position of Midwest apprentice coordinator for
the union for 35 years. He traveled the region
to oversee the training of young people in his
profession.

It was Tom’s connection to and involvement
in his community that his friends will remem-
ber. He was an active member of St. Eu-
gene’s Parish. Not only had he served as an
usher for 55 years, he also served as a youth
basketball coach and a member of the Big
Brother program. He had a smile and kind
word for everyone

Tom’s top priority was always his family and
the love and support they provided him was
most important in his life. In 1948 he married
his high school sweetheart, Irene Feehan, and
together the couple raised eight children. His
family includes their daughter, Barbara
Wiemhoff and her husband John, their daugh-
ter, Nancy Cullerton and her husband Tim,
and their sons; Thomas |ll and his wife, Janis,
James and his wife, Lin, Dan and his wife,
Sue, Patrick and his wife, Laura, and Terrence
and his wife, Jean; 26 grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren. After a long illness, Irene
passed away in 1997.

Madam Speaker, Thomas R. Allen, Jr. (“the
real Tom Allen”) was an inspiration to all who
knew him. | wish to express my deepest con-
dolences to his family, and may God bless the
Allen family and the memory of a man who
was truly loved by his family, his friends, and
his community.

——

FAA REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2009

SPEECH OF

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 915) to amend
title 49, United States Code, to authorize ap-
propriations for the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration for fiscal years 2009 through 2012, to
improve aviation safety and capacity, to pro-
vide stable funding for the national aviation
system, and for other purposes:

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Chair, | am submitting the
exchange of letters between Ways and Means
Committee Chairman CHARLES B. RANGEL,
Representative JOHN B. LARSON and myself
regarding the tax treatment of fractionally-
owned aircraft.”

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 21, 2009.

Hon. CHARLES B. RANGEL,

Chairman, Committee on Ways & Means, Long-
worth House Office Building, Washington,
DcC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN RANGEL: We write to you
regarding the tax treatment of fractionally-
owned aircraft and ask that you carefully
consider this issue as you continue work on
H.R. 915, the FAA Reauthorization Act of
2009.

Under current law, fractional aviation is
treated as commercial aviation for taxation
purposes. However, the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration treats fractional aviation as
non-commercial, general aviation operations
for regulatory purposes. We believe that the
current Federal tax law should be modified
so that, going forward, it properly reflects
this regulatory treatment. In addition, we
recommend that an appropriate adjustment
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in the aviation fuel excise taxes be placed on
the fractional aviation community. It is im-
portant to note that both of these rec-
ommendations are fully supported by the
fractional aviation community and are con-
sistent with the agreement reached on this
issue last year by the Senate Finance and
Commerce Committees.

We had originally hoped to raise this issue
during the Committee’s mark-up on the
aviation tax provisions of the FAA Reau-
thorization Act of 2009. In the absence of this
opportunity, we ask for your commitment to
continue to work with us on this issue as
this legislation moves forward.

Sincerely,
PATRICK J. TIBERI.
JOHN B. LARSON.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, May 21, 2009.
Hon. JOHN B. LARSON,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN LARSON: Thank you for
writing me to express your interest in the
tax treatment of fractionally-owned aircraft
operations. My office has been contacted on
this issue as well. In the last Congress, Ms.
Tubbs Jones supported changing the tax
treatment of these operations from commer-
cial to non-commercial aviation before she
passed away and I appreciate your efforts to
take up this issue in her place. Last year,
the Senate Finance and Commerce Commit-
tees reached an agreement on this matter
when the Senate considered the FAA reau-
thorization bill. The Senate never completed
action on that bill so we were unable to con-
sider it in conference before the end of the
Congress.

This year, we had a very brief window be-
tween the Committee’s hearing on aviation
taxes and floor action. To accommodate that
schedule, we chose to bring the bill to the
floor without a mark-up of the revenue title.
In those circumstances, I felt that it was not
fair to Committee members for the title to
include new material and thus, after con-
sulting with our Ways and Means colleagues,
we opted to move a revenue title whose sub-
stance is identical to that passed by the
House in the last Congress.

I want to thank you for cooperating in
that effort. Unfortunately, that process
made it impossible for us to give the tax
treatment of fractionally-owned aircraft the
attention and consideration it deserves. Ac-
cordingly, I would like to indicate that our
failure to address the matter in the FAA bill
is not the last word on the matter. If the
Senate acts on the bill, we will have a con-
ference committee. And there is a strong
possibility that the Senate may include pro-
visions related to fractional operations in its
bill. At this point, I am not aware of any op-
position to the proposal but believe we need
to take a closer look to verify that there are
no objections to or problems with changing
the tax treatment of fractionally-owned air-
craft operations. I have asked my staff to
take a closer look at the issue and promise
to keep working with you as this legislation
moves forward.

Sincerely,
CHARLES B. RANGEL,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, May 21, 2009.
Hon. PATRICK J. TIBERI,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN TIBERI: Thank you for
writing me to express your interest in the
tax treatment of fractionally-owned aircraft
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operations. My office has been contacted on
this issue as well. In the last Congress, Ms.
Tubbs Jones supported changing the tax
treatment of these operations from commer-
cial to non-commercial aviation before she
passed away and I appreciate your efforts to
take up this issue in her place. Last year,
the Senate Finance and Commerce Commit-
tees reached an agreement on this matter
when the Senate considered the FAA reau-
thorization bill. The Senate never completed
action on that bill so we were unable to con-
sider it in conference before the end of the
Congress.

This year, we had a very brief window be-
tween the Committee’s hearing on aviation
taxes and floor action. To accommodate that
schedule, we chose to bring the bill to the
floor without a mark-up of the revenue title.
In those circumstances, I felt that it was not
fair to Committee members for the title to
include new material and thus, after con-
sulting with our Ways and Means colleagues,
we opted to move a revenue title whose sub-
stance is identical to that passed by the
House in the last Congress.

I want to thank you for cooperating in
that effort. Unfortunately, that process
made it impossible for us to give the tax
treatment of fractionally-owned aircraft the
attention and consideration it deserves. Ac-
cordingly, I would like to indicate that our
failure to address the matter in the FAA bill
is not the last word on the matter. If the
Senate acts on the bill, we will have a con-
ference committee. And there is a strong
possibility that the Senate may include pro-
visions related to fractional operations in its
bill. At this point, I am not aware of any op-
position to the proposal but believe we need
to take a closer look to verify that there are
no objections to or problems with changing
the tax treatment of fractionally-owned air-
craft operations. I have asked my staff to
take a closer look at the issue and promise
to keep working with you as this legislation
moves forward.

Sincerely,
CHARLES B. RANGEL,
Chairman.

———————

RECOGNIZING THE ONE-HUNDRED
AND SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GUM SPRINGS
COMMUNITY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 2, 2009

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the One-hundred
and seventy-fifth anniversary of the Gum
Springs Community in Alexandria, Virginia.
The Gum Springs Historical Society celebrated
the anniversary on May 16, 2009.

Gum Springs is an African-American com-
munity founded in 1833 by West Ford, a freed
slave. West previously was owned by John
Augustine Washington and frequently accom-
panied John’s brother, General George Wash-
ington following the Revolutionary War. As a
freed man, West inherited 160 acres from the
Washington family adjacent to Mount Vernon
which he later sold to acquire a nearby tract
of 214 acres that became the basis of the
Gum Springs Community.

West Ford’s Gum Springs Community be-
came a refuge for freed and runaway slaves
before the Civil War, and the residents built
homes, became farmers and loggers and
worked in other various trades. They took a
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patch of land, empty except for a solitary gum
tree, and built a place of belonging for many
Americans who, sadly, were marginalized and
discriminated against in general society. De-
spite the hardships they were forced to en-
dure, the residents persevered and prospered
and the Gum Springs Community is a vibrant
home to 2,500 people today.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating the Gum Springs
Community on its One-hundred and seventy-
fifth anniversary, and thank the Gum Springs
Historical Society for preserving the heritage
and courage of those first residents who over-
came tremendous challenges and successfully
raised their families and created a lasting
community.

———

TRIBUTE TO VINCENT J.
TORNELLO

HON. THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 2, 2009

Mr. PERRIELLO. Madam Speaker, today |
recognize Vincent J. Tornello upon his com-
pletion of 37 years of service to Virginia’s Fifth
District. As conductor of the Charlottesville
High School musical ensemble since 1972, he
has imparted to thousands of young students
the lasting gift of a musical education, and it
is an honor to acknowledge his contribution to
the community.

Vincent Tornello was born and raised in
Oceanside, New York. He began conducting
at age 17, and went on to earn his under-
graduate degree at the Shenandoah Conserv-
atory of Music, where he studied alto saxo-
phone, flute, and piano; and his master's de-
gree at the University of Virginia. During his
time at Charlottesvile High School, Mr.
Tornello was the recipient of numerous acco-
lades and honors from the community and be-
yond, including Sousa Foundation’s Legion of
Honor Award and membership in the Virginia
Band Hall of Fame. Under his tutelage, Char-
lottesville High School bands have been
named a Virginia Honor Band 27 out of 28
possible years, received superior ratings for
28 consecutive years at the state marching
band festival, and performed at the 1998 Cot-
ton Bowl Parade and the 1993 Fiesta Bowl
Parade.

Throughout his career, Mr. Tornello has
challenged each student to grow not only in
musical skill, but also in discipline and an ap-
preciation for the process of making music.
Described as “tough, but inspiring” by his stu-
dents, he has encouraged young people of
varying backgrounds, abilities, and unique tal-
ents to take pride in the dedication and team-
work required to meet high standards of
achievement. In helping each student reach
his or her potential, he has created accom-
plished ensembles of young musicians dedi-
cated to ensuring the school music program’s
continued success.

Although Mr. Tornello’s legacy partly con-
tinues, his students have been inspired to
enter the field of music and performing arts as
a career, his students who have chosen a dif-
ferent path have noted the lasting impact of
the life lessons learned under his guidance.
Mr. Tornello has taught thousands of young
people to strive for personal excellence and
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